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Thomas Edison

In his laboratory the young inventor Thomas 

Edison first developed the method of team inventing 

that would characterize the rest of his career. Whenever 

a new idea for an invention inspired him, he sketched 

it out in a notebook and then shared the drawing with 

his trusted assistants. Their job was to take the sketch 

and see that it was made into a working model. Lab 

workers then experimented with the model to see how 

the invention worked—or did not work, which was often 

the case. Edison was not discouraged when things went 

wrong. He and his workers would just keep trying until 

they found out what did work.

Excerpt from Inventing the Future: A Photobiography of Thomas Alva Edison by Marfé Ferguson Delano. Copyright © 2002 by National Geographic Society. 
Reprinted with permission of National Geographic Society.
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Student Record Form: Comprehension

DAR Levels 3–6 
Strategy: Active Engagement with Text

Student: ____________________________________________________ Grade: ________   Date: __________

Passage Title: _______________________________________________________  Passage Level:__________

Record the student’s response to the following:

Tell me what you learned from reading this selection.  

Did the student leave out any important information?  Y  or  N

If  Y, what information?

Attach the 3-column chart with the student’s responses for additional information.

During this activity, the student seemed: 

❏	 Actively engaged 

❏	 Somewhat engaged

❏	 Passively cooperative

❏	 Not interested

❏	 Other: _____________

Additional Comments:
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